January 22, 2017
Disciple or Dabbler?
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If you have any questions or need
assistance, please contact one of
the elders.

Deacons
Jesse Black

In his book, Basic Christianity, John Stott wrote, "The Christian landscape is strewn with the wreckage of
derelict half-built towers. The ruins of those who began to build and were unable to finish. For thousands of
people still ignore Christ's warning and undertake to follow Him without first pausing to reflect on the cost of
doing so. The result is the great scandal of Christendom today, so called nominal Christianity. In countries
to which Christian civilization has spread, large numbers of people have covered themselves with a decent
but thin veneer of Christianity. They have allowed themselves to become somewhat involved, enough to be
respectable. Their religion is a great soft cushion. It protects them from the hard unpleasantness of life while
changing its place and shape to suit their convenience. No wonder the cynics speak of hypocrites in the
church and dismiss religion as escapism."
These observations are based upon Jesus' teaching about what it takes to be His disciple, especially Luke
14:25-33. He told of a builder who brought ridicule on himself by beginning a tower without first having the
funds to finish it. Jesus reinforced His point about counting the cost by saying that a king would surely negotiate terms of peace rather than go into battle badly outnumbered. His purpose is to discourage half-hearted
disciples; they must count the cost before committing to Him. If they begin and then quit, they will disgrace
themselves and harm His cause.
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Read these astonishing words in which Jesus makes this demand:
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"If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross and come after
Me cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:26,27).
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"So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:33).
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Obviously, Jesus wants total commitment in His disciples; He does not want them to be merely dabblers.
Merriam Webster defines a dabbler as "one not deeply engaged in or concerned with something." It's impossible to square superficiality with the "first and great commandment": "You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind" (Matthew 22:37-38). Consider the Lord's demands on discipleship in some other passages:
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"If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For
whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it" (Luke 9:2324).
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"Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, 'Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.' And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay His head.' Then He said to another, 'Follow Me.' But he said, 'Lord, let me first go and
bury my father.' Jesus said to him, 'Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of
God.' And another also said, 'Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my
house.' But Jesus said to him, 'No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God'" (Luke 9:57-62).

FROM THE ELDERS
Due to safety concerns
The church doors will be locked
10 minutes after the beginning of service.
Someone will be stationed in the foyer
to allow admittance to latecomers.

(continued on page 2)

The Church you read about in the Bible

(continued from page 1)
Jesus' purpose in all these passages from Luke is to drive away dabblers, those who are not willing to follow Him anywhere in any
circumstances, no matter how demanding, emotional, or dangerous. Let's review the startling Words of Jesus; He said that one who
follows Him:
Must hate his family.
Must hate his own life.
Must forsake all he has.
Must deny himself.
Must take up his cross daily.
Must be willing to lose his life.
Must be willing to be homeless, even though foxes and birds have shelter.
Must be willing to follow Jesus even before seeing to his father's burial.
Must be willing to follow Jesus even without bidding farewell to his family.
That's quite a list, isn't it? But we should understand that Jesus is utterly serious; He will not tolerate uncommitted followers.
One example of this is found in Mark 10:17-22, where Jesus told the rich, young ruler, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me" (Mark
10:21). The young man walked away sadly, and Jesus let him go. He would not lower His demands, even though He loved this man.
The apostles provide another example. When the young ruler walked away, Jesus spoke of how difficult it is for the rich to enter the
kingdom of heaven. That stirred Peter to ask Him, "See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?" (Matthew
19:27). And Peter was not exaggerating. We don't know the details of every apostles' calling, but we do know that at least Peter,
Andrew, James, John, and Matthew left their lives and livelihoods in order to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:18-22; Luke 5:27-28).
Now, the point of all this is not to beat us up or weigh us down with guilt over our commitment failures. We are imperfect human beings. So were the early disciples. Yes, Peter, for example, "left all" to follow Jesus, but that's not the end of the story. He boasted
that he would never deny Jesus, but he did -- three times! Years later, he acted so hypocritically that Paul had to rebuke him publicly
(Galatians 2:11-14). In both cases, he fell victim to peer pressure.
Jesus and the apostles were "beyond the Jordan," when they heard that Lazarus was ill. Jesus determined to return to Bethany, but
the others reminded Him of how the Jews had sought to stone Him. After a while, Thomas said to the other apostles, "Let us also
go, that we may die with Him" (John 11:16). He showed great courage, but it did not last. During the trial and crucifixion of Jesus,
Thomas fled, along with the others. All of them wavered in their resolve. But they all came back. (Judas, of course, is no longer in
the picture.)
Our purpose is to get us to count the cost and commit ourselves to Jesus with our eyes wide open. A cross is a heavy thing to bear,
and, yes, we will falter, but God's grace will help us to rise again. He will dry our tears and calm our fears and cleanse us of our bitter self-hatred. He will forgive.
Jesus is very clear: He intends for His disciples to be willing to die for Him. But in understanding that, we mustn't forget that we must
also be willing to live for Him. We can mention briefly only a few of the ways we might do this:
Disciples know and obey the Word of Jesus. "Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, 'If you abide in My Word, you are
My disciples indeed'" (John 8:31).
Disciples love and help each other. "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you
also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:34-35).
Disciples bear much fruit, both inner growth and souls. "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My
disciples" (John 15:8).
Disciples guard against false teachers. "Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ" (Colossians 2:8).

Collecting For Those In Need
The Emergency Shelter Benevolence Pantry
of NKY items needed: items needed:






(Men’s Shelter)
SOCKS
Men’s Jeans
Men’s Sweatshirts
Men’s and Women’s
Sweatpants
Underwear (New)

There is a sign-up sheet for
those interested in helping at
the shelter.










Canned Goods
Fruit
Vegetables
Meat
Milk
Pasta
Pasta Sauce
Macaroni & Cheese
Ramen Noodles
Juice Packs
Baby Formula & Food

Help Wanted
2017 Volunteer sign-up sheets
are on the bulletin board in the
hallway.

You are Invited
Please join us today immediately
following morning worship service for food and fellowship.

Centurions of Scripture
We would like to challenge the entire congregation to memorize 100 scriptures. Our youth do this as a part of the Lads to Leaders program. We ask
that you do this with your family. We will be putting two scriptures in the bulletin each week.
This week’s scriptures to memorize are:
Psalms 119: 83-84
83. For I have become like a wineskin in smoke,
Yet I do not forget Your statutes.
84. How many are the days of Your servant?
When will You execute judgment on those who persecute me?

To ensure accuracy of announcements and prayer
requests please fill out a gold or blue form and turn
in to the office by Wednesday.

Please check the prayer list and let me know of any
updates.
Thank you.-Nita

Prayer List
Will Rogers pneumonia
Sue Gorman surgery
Velma Holleman
Connie Campbell, Sue Gorman’s niece
Tricia Whaley, friend of Nita Mayfield, auto accident
Allison Mayfield, Nita’s daughter in law, pregnancy
Candice and Raelynn, friend of Cassi Lemay
Mike Berry
Eunice Chumbley
Alice Sowder
Lois Cravens, Teddi Budy’s sister, knee surgery
Jerry Hill, Teddi Budy’s nephew in law
Charlene Dickerson knee replacement surgery
Roy & June Pugh
Alexis Aiken, Joyce Bewley’s Great Granddaughter,
Nancy Noojin, Karen Brown’s cousin, health issues
Bowen Becker, Bob Becker’s grandson, heart problems
Cindy Walker health issues
Our Elders
Our Nation’s Leaders
Our Military Personnel
Our Police, Emergency and Healthcare Personnel
The Churches of Christ around the world
All those traveling
The Emergency Shelter
The Creation Museum and Ark Encounter
Those Who Have Lost Loved Ones
Marie Gibson’s Family

Those with cancer and their families
Libby McDonald
Randy Williams
Gary Burke
Jim Kennedy

Dennis Blundell
Desirae Wilson
Dwight Lowerg
Layla Adkins

Margie Koons
Janice Gallagher
Kay Shinck
Jim McCarthy

Kristen Shaw

Ayden Egan

Donnice Palmer

Donna Farrar
Lorraine Starr
Tammy Palmer

Peggy Davis
Gwen Miller
Chad Fischer

Mike Lohman
Lindy Blankenbuehler
Buddy Webb

Ashley Pike

Debbie Hellman

Lois Stroub

Theresa Falukner

Nancy Lambert

Ruth Phelps

Mike Lowe

Steve Dobson

Serena

A.T. Pate

Our shut-ins and those caring for them
Joyce Tingle

Chuck Gambil

Eveline Lanham

Dessie Hacker

“For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His
ears are attentive to their prayer” 1 Peter 3:12

Serving in AM Worship
January 22

January 29

Announcements
Opening Prayer
Song Leader

Bill Morgan
Mark Walker
Matthew Hallmark

Bill Morgan
Dave Moster
Dale Franklin

Communion
Serve
Serve
Serve
Serve
Serve
Serve

Robert Budy
Daniel House
Dan Brown
Jerry Gorman
Kyle Strasser
Dave Moster
Bobby Lemay

Randy Johnson
Daniel House
Dan Brown
Jerry Gorman
Kyle Strasser
Matthew Hallmark
Bobby Lemay

Scripture Reading
Matthew 6:24-34

Nathan Bowling

Jesse Black

Sermon

Bruce House

Bruce House

Jan

22

Potluck

Jan

22

Lads to Leaders Team B

Feb

17

Bible Bowl Meeting

Feb

18

Lads to Leaders Group Scrapbook

Feb

19

Lads to Leaders Team A

Feb

26

Lads to Leaders Team B

Keep Seeking First the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness
Jesse Black

Art Green

Attendance Record

Serving in PM Worship
Announcements

Bill Morgan

Bill Morgan

Opening Prayer

Dave Moster

Robert Budy

Song Leader

Matthew Hallmark

Dale Franklin

Communion

Robert Budy

Randy Johnson

Sermon

Kyle Strasser

Bruce House

Closing Prayer

Bruce House

Dan Brown

Wednesday

January 25

February 1

Song Leader

Jesse Black

TBA

Invitation

Bruce House

TBA

Closing Prayer

Jerry Gorman

TBA

Announcements

Art Green

Art Green

Communion Prep
January
February

Browns
Blacks

Greeters
January
February

Blacks
Greeters Needed

Week of January 15, 2017
Sunday School
Sunday Worship
Evening Worship
Wed. Bible Study

82
99
35
43

Financial Record
Week of January 15, 2017
Weekly Budget
Contribution
Budget YTD
Giving YTD

2,679.00
1,796.00
80,370.00
73,848.00

Proverbs 3:9 Honor the Lord with your substance
and with the first fruits of all your produce

Deacons
Jesse Black

Children’s Education/
Fellowships
Matthew Hallmark Building Maintenance
Wyatt Robbins

Youth and as needed

Coordinators
Jerry Gorman

Prime Timers

Dave Moster

Worship Service/
Duty Roster
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Closing Prayer

STAMP

